(2.) That in consequence of the practical co-ordination existing between the University of Edinburgh and the Extra-mural School, the object of our deliberations would be adequately attained by discussing the situation from the standpoint of the University.
In proceeding to define the problems which present themselves, we have first of all dealt with the question which appears to us the most important, namely?whether any modifications of the ordinary curriculum of the student of medicine should be suggested with a view to still further increasing its present efficiency.
We may first of all allude to certain general aspects of the situation which appear to us to be of great importance. (2.) Many of the difficulties which arise in arranging for the later subjects of the curriculum would disappear if the following of a fixed curriculum were insisted on. The taking of classes in unusual order ought in our opinion to be discouraged, and we shall have occasion to point out case? where the existence of an option as to the time of taking a class does not make for educational efficiency. The difficulty arising in a fixed curriculum of making provision for men who fail to pass a professional examination will be dealt with later. (3.) Insistence on the following of a fixed curriculum is, we consider, not incompatible with a further extension of the present liberality of the University in recognising courses of study in other Universities as qualifying for entrance for the earlier professional examinations. We consider, however, that it would be to the advantage of the University to insist that the later subjects of the medical course should be studied in Edinburgh.
(4.) We consider that in all Medical Schools there is at present a dangerous tendency to treat each subject as if it were in a watertight compartment by itself. It is evident that of necessity there must be a certain amount of overlapping of the different subjects in Medicine, and much could be done by consultation between different departments to arrange for the distribution and co-ordination of teaching where such overlapping is bound to occur. It is, we think, advisable that such consultation should be voluntary rather than formal through a Board of Studies or other means. If co-operation could not be thus attained, it would be advisable for a syllabus of work in each subject to be laid down by some controlling Board. (5.) We would recall that in the rearrangement of the five years' curriculum the idea in the minds of the clinicians was that the withdrawal of Surgery from the second year would enable the strictly scientific subjects to be overtaken in the first two years of the curriculum, and thus the last three years would be given over to the applied sciences and to clinical work. (6.) It is perhaps unnecessary to point out that any changes such as we suggest in the regulations applying to students inside the University would also be applicable to University students attending qualifying classes in the Extra-mural School.
In now proceeding to detail the conclusions at which we have arrived with regard to the curriculum, we may, first of all, state that, while in certain of the purely scientific subjects there appears to be a call for curtailment, in certain others an extension of teaching appears desirable. We now pass to the consideration of the all-important practical subjects of the curriculum?Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery, and the special branches of these subjects. The development of these last in modern times has, of course, now necessitated the teaching being placed in the hands of specialists.
While the reorganisation of the parts of the curriculum with which we have hitherto dealt does not present any very serious difficulties, we feel that such is not the case with the subjects now to be discussed. We feel that the future development of this school necessitates some modifications in the system of (1) There is the fact that some students derive more benefit from oral instruction than from the reading of text-books.
(2) In the case of the earlier subjects of the curriculum, when only a knowledge of a small part of a science is necessary, it is often difficult to recommend a text-book which will exactly cover the aspect of the subject required. Generally speaking, we do not see much harm in the perpetuation of this system for the subjects of the First Professional Examination, but we consider that when the heavier subjects of the curriculum are approached, the grouping for examination purposes disturbs synchronous work for other subjects less and makes for the educative efficiency of the whole curriculum. Looking at the matter broadly, the institution of honours in certain subjects would predicate specialisation by the student in these subjects before his qualification was obtained, and, incidentally, would in any case make an additional year of study necessary. We think that many students would be tempted to 
